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I’m Ismani — a public artist, illustrator, and creative
business mentor. 

After years of client work, commissions, and custom
projects, I found myself burned out, underpaid, and
constantly chasing the next opportunity.

I knew I didn’t want to quit art — but I also knew I couldn’t
keep doing it this way. That’s when I started building
passive income streams that supported my creativity
instead of draining it.

Now, I teach other artists how to do the same.
This guide is for you if you're tired of hustling for every
dollar, unsure how to build income without losing your
spark, and ready to earn while you create — or rest.

Let’s build the foundation for your freedom.

You’ve got this!

Hi! I’m IsmaniNice to Meet You!
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Introduction

Learn How to Earn Passive Income as an Artist and Create
Freely Without Burning Out

If you're reading this, you’re probably tired of chasing
clients, waiting on emails, sending invoices, and
wondering if you’ll ever feel creatively free again.
You're not lazy. You're not unmotivated. You're simply
stuck in a cycle that wasn’t built to serve you as a creative.
This guide is your roadmap to something better — a way
to earn money while you create, without burning out. Let’s
get into it.

Done Chasing Clients
and Hitting a Wall?
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Feast-or-Famine Income: One month is booming. The
next, you’re stressed.
Creative Drain: Client work can be rewarding but also
limiting.
Time-for-Money Trap: You only earn when you're
actively working.
Constant Hustle: Finding new clients takes time,
energy, and marketing savvy.

 This cycle isn’t designed for long-term creative joy.
 There’s another way.

Why Chasing Clients Isn’t Sustainable

In the beginning, chasing clients might feel like a rite of passage —
pitching your work, saying yes to every opportunity, and hoping
each project leads to the next. But over time, this cycle becomes
exhausting. You're constantly starting from zero, juggling
inconsistent income, and sacrificing your creative energy just to
stay afloat. The truth is, this client-chasing model isn’t built for
long-term sustainability — and it often leaves even the most
talented artists feeling stuck, burned out, or questioning their path.
There’s a better way, and it starts with shifting how you think about
earning from your art.
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Passive income means earning money from work you've
already done — over and over again.
It's not about doing nothing. It’s about doing the right
things once and letting them work for you.
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 What Is Passive Income for Artists?

Examples:
A $12 printable art piece on Etsy that sells every day
A digital coloring book that kids download while you're
offline
An online class that runs on autopilot



Freelancer Mindset

"I need more clients."

"My time is my product."

"How much can I charge per hour?"

"I don’t have a business brain."

Entrepreneur Mindset

"I need better systems."

"My art is the product."

"How many times can this sell while I sleep?"

"I can learn simple tools that support my art."

Many artists get stuck in the "freelancer loop" — doing one job,
then searching for the next. You might feel like you're building a
career, but what you're really building is a job that resets every
time a project ends. And even if you love your clients, this cycle
creates pressure, instability, and often a quiet fear of what
happens if the work suddenly dries up.

That’s where the mindset shift begins.
To break the cycle, you have to stop seeing yourself as someone
who just creates art and start thinking like a creative entrepreneur
— someone who builds systems, products, and platforms around
their art to serve more people, generate consistent income, and
regain creative freedom.

This doesn’t mean selling out or becoming corporate. It means
recognizing that your art is valuable and your time is finite. Instead
of spending all your energy chasing work, you start building assets
— things like digital products, courses, or automated shops — that
can earn income on your behalf.

Here’s what the shift looks like in real time:
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From Freelancer to Creative Entrepreneur



You're not just an artist, you're the CEO of your creative
life.
 Switch from reactive mode (waiting for clients) to
proactive mode (building systems).

New Mantras:

“I build assets, not just artwork.”

“My creativity generates ongoing value.”

“I serve an audience, not just individual buyers.”
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From Freelancer to Creative Entrepreneur

Why this matters:
Your income should not depend entirely on how many
hours you can stay at your desk. You deserve the space to
rest, grow, explore new ideas — and still earn.
That freedom is only possible when you stop waiting for
permission and start building your own path — one that
supports your art and your life.
The best part? You already have everything you need.
You’re creative. You’re adaptable. You’ve figured out how
to make art — now it’s time to figure out how to let that
art work for you.



1. Print-on-Demand
Platforms: Redbubble, Society6, Printful (via
Shopify/Wix)
Best for: Illustrators, graphic designers, typographers
Upload once, earn royalties for every sale

2. Digital Downloads
Sell: Printable art, coloring books, templates, clip art
Platforms: Etsy, Gumroad, Creative Market
Great for low-maintenance creative income

3. Online Courses & Workshops
Teach what you know: Procreate tips, character
design, art journaling
Platforms: Teachable, Skillshare, Kajabi, Thinkific
Evergreen content = steady income
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Six Passive Income Streams for Artists



4. Licensing Your Art
You retain ownership while brands use your work
Work with agents or sites like Spoonflower,
ArtLicensing.com
Royalties = quarterly payments from one-time uploads

5. Affiliate Marketing
Recommend tools (Canva, Procreate brushes, art
supplies)
Add affiliate links to your website, blog, or YouTube
Passive income from recommendations you believe in

6. Stock Illustration
Sell your work to be used in books, blogs, ads
Platforms: Adobe Stock, Envato Elements,
Shutterstock
Great for clean, versatile artwork and icons
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Six Passive Income Streams for Artists
continued.



When it comes to passive income, there’s no “one size fits
all.” The best path is the one that fits your skills, your time,
and your energy — not just what’s trending on social
media.

It’s easy to fall into analysis paralysis trying to pick the
perfect product or platform. But the truth is, the only
wrong choice is doing nothing. You don’t need to have it all
figured out — you just need a clear place to start.
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Choosing the Right Income Path for
You

If You’re... Try This First Why

Short on time Digital downloads
(printables,

Quick to create,
easy to upload,

Burned out Print-on-demand
(via TeePublic,

Low effort, low
pressure —

Tech-curious Mini course,
Skillshare class,

Good if you love
teaching and

Behind the
scenes

Toolkits,
templates, or art

You don’t need to
be on video or

Already making
art constantly

Repurpose your
existing art into

Monetize what
you already do

Pro Tip: Pick ONE Product Path
You don’t need to launch everything at once. In fact, trying
to do too much too soon is what keeps most artists stuck.
Pick ONE passive income path to start with.
 Build it. Launch it. Tweak it. Then move on to the next.



Self-Assessment:

Answer “Yes” or “No” to each:

1.Do I enjoy teaching or explaining what I do?

2.Am I tech-savvy or comfortable with uploading and
editing files?

3.Do I want to show my face or keep it anonymous?

4.Am I okay with slower sales at first for long-term
growth?
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Choosing the Right Income Path for
You

Energy Match Matters
Choosing a path that fits your creative personality helps
you stay consistent.
Ask yourself:

Do I like being visible (videos, teaching), or would I
rather stay behind the scenes?
Do I get excited by systems and organization, or does
that drain me?
Do I want fast results or am I okay building slow and
steady?

Example:
 If you’re naturally organized and love designing things in
Canva, you might thrive selling templates or toolkits.
 If you’re expressive and love sharing tips, a mini course or
art tutorial might be your thing.
 If you’re introverted or quiet, digital products you can sell
without showing up live might be best.



Self-Assessment:

Answer “Yes” or “No” to each:

1.Do I enjoy teaching or explaining what I do?

2.Am I tech-savvy or comfortable with uploading and
editing files?

3.Do I want to show my face or keep it anonymous?

4.Am I okay with slower sales at first for long-term
growth?

If mostly YES:
 Start with digital downloads or online courses.
If mostly NO:
 Start with print-on-demand or stock illustration.
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Choosing the Right Income Path for
You

Journal Prompt:
What type of passive income product feels the most
aligned with how I like to work?



1. A Place to Sell Your Work
This is where your audience actually buys from you. Depending on
what you’re selling, here are great options:

Platform Best For Notes

Etsy Digital
downloads,

Built-in audience,
but fees and

Gumroad Ebooks, guides,
digital art packs,

Free to start,
great for passive

Shopify/Wix Your own shop
with more control

More setup
required, but

Website or Shop: Wix, Shopify, Gumroad, Etsy

Email Marketing: MailerLite, ConvertKit

Payment Processing: PayPal, Stripe

Design Tools: Canva, Procreate, Affinity Designer

Automation: Zapier, Linktree, Pinterest scheduler
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Systems & Tools You Need (Minimal +
Efficient)

When artists hear the word "systems," a lot of us freeze up — we
imagine spreadsheets, complicated software, or endless tech
tutorials. But here’s the truth: systems are just the behind-the-scenes
helpers that keep your creative business running smoothly while you
focus on what you do best — creating.

You don’t need to build a tech empire. You just need a few well-
chosen tools that save time, automate the boring stuff, and create a
professional experience for your buyers.
Let’s break it down into five key areas:



2. An Email List (So You’re Not at the Mercy of Algorithms)
Social media comes and goes. Algorithms change. But your email list?
That’s yours.

Start collecting emails from day one. Even if it’s just 10 people — that’s
10 more people you can connect with directly, without needing to go viral.

Tools I recommend:
MailerLite (free up to 1,000 subscribers, easy to use)
ConvertKit (great for creators, automation-friendly)

Use it to:
Send updates about new products
Share behind-the-scenes looks at your process
Offer freebies in exchange for emails

3. Payment & Delivery Tools
You need a way to take payment and deliver your products —
automatically, if possible.

PayPal and Stripe are the most common payment processors.
Platforms like Gumroad and Etsy handle delivery for you.
For your own website, you can set up automated delivery via
integrations like Zapier or use all-in-one tools like SendOwl or
ThriveCart.

Automation = fewer emails, fewer headaches, more peace.

4. A Simple File Organization System

Artists often overlook this, but it’s key. When your files are organized, you
can create products faster, stay consistent, and avoid that panicked
“Where’s the final version?!” feeling.

Suggested structure:



Main Folder Subfolder Purpose

Passive Income
Projects

Your master folder for
all related files

└── Digital
Products

Product Name 1
Separate folder for each
product

└── Final Files
PDFs, PNGs, ZIPs – what
the customer gets

└── Mockups
Lifestyle images and
thumbnails

└── Promotional
Graphics

Social media posts, Etsy
listing banners

└── Email
Marketing

Welcome Sequence Prewritten intro emails

Product Launch Emails
Sales emails and promo
sequences

Freebie Delivery Emails
Automated email for
sending your lead
magnet

└── Social Media Reels / Videos
Short-form video
content

Captions Prewritten post captions

Templates / Canva Files
Reusable post and story
templates

└── Business
Essentials

Brand Guidelines Fonts, colors, logos

Price List / Product
Info

Reference for product
pricing + benefits

Mentorship Materials
Onboarding docs,
application forms, etc.



5. Analytics (Optional, but Powerful)
Once you’re ready to optimize what’s working, start tracking:

Sales (Gumroad and Etsy offer dashboards)
Email open rates (from your email tool)
Traffic to your shop (Google Analytics or your platform’s built-in
tools)

This helps you make smart decisions without guessing.

Don’t Get Overwhelmed

Start with ONE product and ONE platform.
 Add systems only when they’re needed.
 And if something feels too complicated — simplify it or outsource 

Here’s What You Need Now vs. What’s Nice to Have Later

Need Now: Shop, payment system, file organization
Nice to Have Later: Email list automation, analytics, Pinterest scheduler



You don’t have to go viral. You just need to be visible.
Here’s how to stay consistent without burning out:

The Lazy Marketing Checklist:

 Schedule 1 post a week (batch it)

 Use 1–2 main platforms (Pinterest + Instagram is a great combo)

 Collect emails early (offer a freebie)

 Repurpose 1 piece of content 5 ways

Remember: Marketing is just storytelling with a purpose.
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Marketing Without Burning Out



Day Focus Area What to Do

Monday Create Work on new art,
brainstorm

Tuesday Edit + Upload Finalize files,
upload to your

Wednesday Systemize /
Automate

Organize files, set
up email

Thursday Marketing
Content

Write captions,
send emails, post

Friday Rest + Reflect Step back, review
what worked,

Your Ideal Creative Week:
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Managing Your Time & Energy

Protect your mornings for deep creative work.
Use templates to reduce decision fatigue.

Tips for Using This:

Customize the days to fit your personal rhythm — this is just a
starting point.

Batching similar tasks keeps you in flow and prevents constant
context-switching.

Fridays off? Totally allowed. Use it for soft tasks or simply rest.



Month 1: Build the Base
Pick one income stream
Research platforms
Set up your shop/profile
Start collecting email addresses

Month 2: Create + Launch
Make your first product
Create a simple promo plan
Launch with a 1-week push

Month 3: Systemize + Grow
Add automation (emails, delivery, templates)
Review what worked
Plan your next 1–2 products
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Your 90-Day Passive Income Plan



Worksheets & Prompts
Ismani Art Studios

Idea Bank
List 3 product or content ideas to explore:

1.
2.
3.            

 

What You Already Have

Mark what you’ve already set up:
⬜ Online shop (Etsy, Gumroad, Shopify, etc.)
 ⬜ Email list (MailerLite, ConvertKit, etc.)
 ⬜ Canva or design tools
 ⬜ Payment method (PayPal, Stripe)
 ⬜ Product mockups or final files
 ⬜ Social media presence
 ⬜ File organization system

 What You Need Next

Write what you still need help with or want to build:

Journal Prompt
What’s one belief I need to let go of in order to start building income on my
terms?



This is just the beginning. You don’t have to be famous. You don’t have to
be fast. You just have to start.

Your art is powerful. Your creativity is valuable. And your income can
reflect that — if you build it with intention.

If you’re feeling ready to stop spinning your wheels and want personal
guidance as you launch your first passive income stream, I invite you to
join the waitlist for my Artist-to-Earner Mentorship.

This mentorship is designed for artists who are ready to:
Turn their skills into scalable income
Build simple, sustainable systems
Get hands-on support from someone who’s been there

Whether you’re just starting out or have hit a plateau, this mentorship
will help you move from overwhelmed to organized — and from burned
out to building a business on your terms.

Spots open only a few times per year. Join the waitlist to be the first to
know when enrollment reopens.

 Join the Artist-to-Earner Mentorship Waitlist
Let’s build your art business with freedom, clarity, and consistency.

— 

Coaching
Sessions

One on One 

FINAL WORDS
Ismani Art Studios

Ismani

https://www.ismaniart.com/waitlist
https://www.ismaniart.com/waitlist
https://www.ismaniart.com/waitlist

